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Good morning, Ladies and Gentlemen!!
I would like to extend a very warm welcome to
you and thank you all for having taken the time
to come to Bangalore to attend the 81st Annual
General Meeting of our Society.
I have the privilege of being the President of your
Society and thank each and every one of you for
giving me this honour. I also wish to thank you all
for the cooperation that I have received during the
course of my tenure.
The year gone by was full of unprecedented
challenges for us all.
While in earlier part of the year, there were signs
of economic revival, the onset of the Covid 19
pandemic brought in its wake situations never
seen before. There was complete lockdown of all
activities, disruptions in distributions, drop in both
commercial and government advertising which has
affected the bottom lines of all.
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Overall, the industry continues to shrink and
several newspapers across the country are gasping
for breath. Shrinking readership and advertisement
revenues, rising costs and an onslaught of digital
and social media have taken a huge toll on its
financial health.
There is thus an urgent need to reinvent, explore
new revenue models, effective cost cutting
measures and above all improve the contents.
The Print industry needs to emphasize on quality
and credible journalism as advertisers have started
to prefer their brands to be associated with credible
news sources which is a positive trend.
The Indian Newspaper industry’s growth will
depend on futuristic and strategic thinking of
newspaper publishers for up-gradation, technology
adoption and competence building in their
manpower.
The activities of the Society for the last year have
been outlined in the Annual Report which is with
you, but I seek your indulgence to elaborate on few
issues which are of vital importance.
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Customs Duty on Newsprint, Anti-Dumping
Investigation and Revisions of BIS code,
Registration of Press & Periodicals Bill, Print
Media Advertisement Policy 2020 and Publication
of PSU & Autonomous Bodies Advertising on
BOC Rates.
While the newsprint prices are soft at present, the
10% customs duty levied last year has been reduced
to 5% in the 2020-21 Budget after persistent efforts.
The Society is relentlessly making efforts for
complete withdrawal of the residual duty of 5%.
At the instance of a complaint from the Indian
Newsprint Manufacturing Association, an
investigation for Anti-Dumping duty on Newsprint
has been initiated. The Society is contesting the
matter along with some of the Member publications.
The Society has forcefully represented that there is
no ground for levy of anti dumping duty. Through
our constant interaction and representations, as of
now we have been successful in impressing upon
the Government not to levy any interim duty.
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The Society also raised the issue regarding quality
of indigenous newsprint and now steps have been
taken by Bureau of Indian Standards to revise the
standard to international parameters.
A draft of the amended Bill “Registration of Press
and Periodicals (RPP 2020)” to replace the existing
PRB Act was not made available to the stakeholders
for comments. However, the society took suo moto
note of it and has forwarded its comments.
Recently, the Government announced “Print
Media Advertisement Policy, 2020” which came
into effect from 01st of August 2020. We find
that many changes in the Advertisement Policy
2016 have been made which are detrimental to the
interests of Print Media. The Policy is arbitrary,
unjustified and discriminatory and against the
interests of newspapers especially small and
medium category. The Society has repeatedly
stated that if the BOC/ DAVP wishes to get into
advertising for commercial ventures and PSUs; it
should be only on commercial rates agreed to by
the publications, and not on subsidised rates.
4

Presidential Address
We, as an industry body have strongly opposed
application of BOC (DAVP) rates for PSUs,
Autonomous bodies and Central Universities and
I would like to request all Member Publications to
stand united and not publish any PSU ads at BOC
(DAVP) rates.
Your Society has run a pilot project to introduce
E-billing and E-VTS successfully. Necessary
amendments in the “Rules / Guidelines for
Publications & Accredited Advertising Agencies”
for providing E-Voucher tear sheets have been
carried out. We have now approached the BOC
/ State Governments/ PSUs to adopt this system
as the Government has already introduced online
release order and billing and this wouldnow be a
big step for the publishing industry towards Digital
India initiative, pioneered by The Hon’ble Prime
Minister.
During the year, the Society also decided to include
Digital Billing in its MRV mechanism.
As Members are aware 38 Labour Acts have been
merged into four Labour codes namely Code
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on Wages, Code on Industrial Relations, Code
on Social Security and Code on Occupational
Safety, Health and Working Conditions. I would
like to reiterate our position once again, that no
Wage Boards should be constituted for journalists
and non journalists employees in newspaper
establishments.
Even though the Press is regarded as one of the
pillars of democracy there are instances where the
Press faces difficulties. Injunction and defamation
suits are some of the common ways of censorship.
The Society has from time to time taken up such
issues and urged the authorities to deal sternly in
these matters to ensure security and protection to
the Press.
The Print Industry is facing competition from the
social media giants like Google and Facebook that
defies the conventional definition of media. The
Society has taken up this issue with Google India
& Facebook to enable Print media to get a fair
share from the tech giants /platforms because they
are using our content.
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In view of the Covid 19 Pandemic lockdown
situation, the entire industry is in turmoil.
Your Society has sought urgent relief from the
Government to the collapsing Newspaper Sector
and requested for various measures. The Central
Govt and few State Govts have taken steps to
some extent, in releasing payment towards all
outstanding bills of advertising.
I take this opportunity to express my sincere
gratitude for the cooperation and support received
from my colleagues Deputy President - Mr. L.
Adimoolam, Vice President - Mr. D. D. Purkayastha
and Honorary Treasurer - Mr. Naresh Mohan.
I also owe my thanks to all the Chairpersons/
Chairmen of Regional Committee & SubCommittees and of course all Members of the
Executive Committee for their support throughout
the year.
Before I conclude, I would like to thank Mr. H.
N. Cama and Mr. Naresh Mohan for their valuable
guidance and support. I am confident that they will
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continue to extend their active support to the new
team as well.
Lastly, I convey my thanks to the Secretary General
Ms. Mary Paul and members of the staff at INS
Secretariat for their assistance and cooperation
during the year.
I thank all of you once again for giving me an
opportunity to lead this prestigious Society.
Thank you!!
Shailesh Gupta
President
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